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Ezekiel
Introduction
For many Christians, Ezekiel is a mysterious and hard book to understand. It has 48 chapters of seemingly weird visions, strange street performances by Ezekiel himself and very strong judgement language. Most Christians are not able to get past the 1st chapter with its incomprehensible visions. Because of this, Ezekiel remains a mystery and many wonder if Ezekiel really has anything relevant to say to us today.
However, once we understand the cultural and theological background of the book, the fog clears away and Ezekiel starts to yield its secrets and gives us a majestic picture of who God is. This Bible study will take you through Ezekiel in 10 sessions, giving you a clear overview of all the main themes in the book. More importantly, you will discover a portrait of the God of the Bible, a God who is faithful to his promises, and to his people despite their unfaithfulness.
Historical Background
[image: ]Before we begin our study, it is important that we situate Ezekiel in the storyline of the Old Testament. Take a few minutes to look at the timeline of the Bible in the following chart. Then try to see where Ezekiel fits in using the information in the following paragraph.
[image: ]During the time of Ezekiel, the nation of Babylon rose to become the super power in the international scene, under the kingship of Nebuchadnezzar. When King Jehoiachin rebelled against him, the Babylonians laid siege to Jerusalem, and they took the royal family, prominent people of the land and also the “entire force of seven thousand fighting men, strong and fit for war, and a thousand skilled workers and artisans.” (cf. 2 Kings 24:10-14) This happened in 597BC. Ezekiel himself was a part of this deportation. When Ezekiel started his prophetic ministry, he was “among the exiles by the Kebar river…” (Ezekiel 1:1). He was prophesying to the Israelites in exile in Babylon.
Theological Background
The Israelites had always maintained confidence in YHWH’s obligation to protect and rescue them. This is based on four pillars of their convictions. The Israelites believed that YHWH made promises to them, and therefore he is obligated to rescue them when they were in trouble. After all, didn’t YHWH save the Israelites time and time again in the past? We will spend some time looking at these four pillars of divine promise in this study.
These four pillars are (1) covenant, (2) land, (3) temple and (4) king.
1) What are some examples of YHWH saving his people in the past?

Covenant
Read Genesis 12:1-7, Genesis 17:1-8, and Exodus 19:1-8.
2) What are the promises that YHWH made with Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3?


3) What is another element of the promise in Genesis 12:7?
4) How is this promise repeated in Exodus 19:1-8? 


This covenant promise is summarised as “I [YHWH] will be your ____________ and you will be my _______________” in the rest of the Bible. (cf. Gen 17:7, Ex 6:7, Jer 30:22, Eze 37:23b)
Land
Read Genesis 12:6-7 and Joshua 21:41-45.
5) What land is Genesis 12:7 referring to?


6) What did YHWH give Israel in Joshua 21:41-45?


7) What are the promises referred to in verse 43?


Temple
Read Exodus 25:8 and 1 Kings 8:1-11.
8) What is the significance of the tabernacle in Exodus 25:8?


9) What is 1 Kings 8:1-9 describing? Why do you think it was such an elaborate process?


10) What happened when the priests withdrew from the Holy Place? (v10-11) What do you think that symbolises?

King
Read Genesis 17:6 and 2 Samuel 7:8-16.
11) In Genesis 17:6, what did YHWH say about Abraham’s descendants?

12) David eventually became the king of Israel. What elements of YHWH’s promises do you see repeated in 2 Samuel 7:8-11?



13) What promise did YHWH make to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-15?


The Israelites clung to these promises as the forces of Nebuchadnezzar approach Jerusalem. 
But Jerusalem fell, the Davidic house was cut off, the temple was razed and the nation was exiled from the land. The spiritual fallout was more difficult to deal with than the physical. Nebuchadnezzar’s victory left the Judeans emotionally devastated, raising many questions about Yahweh – questions of divine impotence, betrayal, abandonment. Based on appearances, Marduk, the god of Babylon, had prevailed. Ezekiel faced an audience that was disillusioned, cynical, bitter, and angry. The “house of rebellion” (Ezekiel 2:5-6) had collapsed, with no one to rescue them.
Daniel Block, The Book of Ezekiel Chapters 1-24, page 8
As you will see in our subsequent studies, YHWH systematically demolishes these four pillars through Ezekiel. (Keep these four pillars in mind when we go through our studies) The Israelites thought they had divine entitlement without obedience. They took his grace and mercy for granted. But that should not be the case and YHWH’s patience finally runs out. In Ezekiel, YHWH sounds his judgement upon his people for their continued disobedience, demolishing these four pillars of “entitlement”. But in his great mercy and grace, he does not stop there. Instead, we will see YHWH promising to restore these four pillars, culminating in Jesus Christ.
Application
1) The Israelites took God’s grace and promises for granted. How have you seen Christians (including yourself) take God’s grace for granted?

a. Why do you think it seems to be so easy to do that?

b. What impression of God would we give to the world if we take God’s grace and promises for granted?


c. What are some ways that we can avoid that?

Spend some time praying for each other not to take God’s grace and mercy for granted. Pray for the Holy Spirit to help each of us in that regard.
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