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Ezekiel 16:1-63
Overview
	Session
	Chapter
	Topic

	1
	Historical and Theological Background
	Four Pillars of Israel’s Conviction

	2
	Ezekiel 1:1-28
	The Grand Vision of YHWH

	3
	Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:25
	The Call of Ezekiel into Prophetic Ministry

	4
	Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
	The Sign-Acts of Judgement (Land)

	5
	Ezekiel 10:1-22, 11:14-25
	YHWH’s Glory Departs (Temple)

	6
	Ezekiel 16:1-63
	The Unfaithfulness of Jerusalem (______)


The Unfaithfulness of Jerusalem
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ____________________ (2) _____________________ (3) ____________________ (4)  _____________________.
In our last session, we read that the glory of YHWH has departed the temple in Jerusalem. This symbolises that YHWH has departed Israel and is no longer with them because of their sins. The Israelites were taken into exiles by the Babylonians was the judgement of YHWH upon his people.
In the passage that we will be looking at today, YHWH’s message of judgement against his people continues. However, this time he recounts their entire history in judgement but ends with a note of grace. This is an oracle of judgement that is filled with very strong language from YHWH himself. 


Introduction
1) How would you describe the relationship between YHWH and Israel throughout their history?

Read Ezekiel 16:1-63
As you read this passage, please be aware that there are some strong and explicit language.
Ezekiel 16:1-34
2) Fill in the table. Under “Main Point”, try to answer the following questions:
a. What did YHWH do? Why did you think he did that?
b. What did Jerusalem do? Why did you think they did that?
c. What kind of sin is described here?
	Passage
	Main Point
	Which period of Israel’s history?

	Ezekiel 16:1-7





	
	

	Ezekiel 16:8-14





	
	

	Ezekiel 16:15-22





	
	

	Ezekiel 16:23-29





	
	

	Ezekiel 16:30-34






	
	



3) Summarise YHWH’s attitude(s) towards Jerusalem throughout their history.

4) How have Jerusalem responded to YHWH? Plot the stages of Jerusalem’s unfaithfulness, starting from verse 15 to verse 34.


a. Why do you think they responded like that?


Ezekiel 16:35-58
5) Fill in the table. Under “Main Point”, try to answer the following questions:
a. What is the nature of the judgement in the passage?
b. What are the reasons given for the judgements?
	Passage
	Main Point

	Ezekiel 16:35-43





	

	Ezekiel 16:44-58





	(a) To what is YHWH comparing Jerusalem to?



6) According to verse 42, when will YHWH’s wrath against Jerusalem subside?

7) In verse 43, what does “you did not remember the days of your youth...” mean?

Ezekiel 16:59-63
8) List out all the things that YHWH will do from this passage. How are some of these things relate to what he has done for Jerusalem before?


9) What are some evidences of grace that you can see from this passage?

10) YHWH employed very strong and explicit language in his denouncement and judgement of Jerusalem. Why do you think he did that?



a. Are we then permitted to use such language to rebuke Christians today? Why or why not?

YHWH uses very strong and explicit language to judge and denounce Israel. This seems to be necessary as the Israelites have not heeded YHWH’s warning thus far. They were stubborn and YHWH used language like this designed to shock the Israelites. In his judgement against them, he retells their story of how YHWH himself took Israel and raised them up to be royalties. They were nobodies, and YHWH took them in and made them flourish. In fact, Israel became a queen (16:13). However, instead of trusting in YHWH, they trusted in their own beauty and used their fame to become a prostitute (16:15). YHWH lavished grace upon grace on them, and yet the Israelites took what they received and worshipped other gods.
As a result of this, YHWH judges Israel by basically handing them over to their own idols to destroy them. The very thing that they worshipped came back to destroy them. This time, YHWH did not rescue them. However, it doesn’t end in judgement. Grace appears at the end. YHWH will establish his covenant with them once again, and in verse 63, we read of the remarkable fact that YHWH himself will make atonement for their sins. 
Application
11) What are some ways that the spiritual condition of all mankind is exactly like Jerusalem as they were portrayed in this chapter? How should we respond to God’s grace towards us in Jesus?

12) Jerusalem went through the different stages of unfaithfulness. What would those stages of unfaithfulness look like today? What can we do to stop the process?

13) What hope or comfort can we draw from God’s grace as shown at the end of the chapter?
Prayer
Thank God for:
· God’s grace to us in Christ Jesus despite our unfaithfulness
· The comfort of knowing that God’s covenant with us and his love towards is everlasting (Rom 8:38-39)
Pray:
· That we will be obedient to what God has called us to be in this world
· That we will recognise our sinfulness and help each other to repent
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