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Ezekiel 1:1-28
The Grand Vision of God
Last week we learned about the historical and theological background to the book of Ezekiel. Central to that are the four pillars of Israel’s conviction. These four convictions are:
(1) ________________ (2) ________________ (3) ________________ (4) ________________
However, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon came and invaded them, and took many of their best people into exile in Babylon. This raised many questions in the minds of the Israelites regarding YHWH. Has YHWH abandoned them? Or is YHWH weaker than Marduk, the god of Babylon? What is going on?
Today, we are looking at Ezekiel’s grand vision of God in chapter 1. This chapter is filled with many imageries that are drawn from the culture of their day. It will help with our understanding if we are familiar with some of the images of the day. Have a look at these images. These are images of royal animals. What do you think is their meaning and significance? What are the common features of these images?
[image: C:\Users\Buzz\AppData\Local\Temp\msohtmlclip1\02\clip_image002.jpg][image: C:\Users\Buzz\AppData\Local\Temp\msohtmlclip1\02\clip_image001.jpg]










[image: ]






[image: ][image: ][image: ]

Introduction
1) How should Christians feel about the wider culture’s increasing hostility towards Christian beliefs and values, particularly in the area of sexuality?

2) What do you think the exiles would have thought about their situation in Babylon? What kind of doubts do you think they would have had about YHWH?

Read Ezekiel 1:1-28
3) Where was Ezekiel when he received this vision of God?


a. What is the significance of Ezekiel seeing this vision of God in that place?


4) What are some of the repeated phrases/words/motifs in Ezekiel’s vision?


5) What similarities do you notice between this vision and some of the images above?


6) What is spread out above the living creatures (v22)?

a. What is above that (v26)?

b. Who is on that? How is that person described? Who do you think it’s representing?



7) Taking the whole vision into consideration, what message do you think this vision is meant to convey? (Take into consideration Ezekiel’s current situation)

8) What do you think some of the elements in the vision symbolise?


9) How does Ezekiel respond to this vision?


10) What did Ezekiel actually see in this vision (v28)?


This vision given to Ezekiel is a vision of the transcendent YHWH, seated high above every other royal animals of their day, utterly glorious and majestic. Ezekiel himself does not actually even see God himself, he saw “the appearance of the likeness of the glory of YHWH”. Notice how far removed it is from YHWH himself. He is so glorious and powerful that the mere appearance of the likeness of the glory of YHWH is already so overwhelming for Ezekiel. This is a much-needed message for him and for the Israelites in their time of doubt. YHWH is still glorious and all powerful. The book of Ezekiel has a phrase that is repeated more than 60 times: “Then they will know that I am YHWH.” God is at the centre of Ezekiel’s message to the Israelites. YHWH did not fail the Israelites. He is still greater than any god, including Marduk. What is happening to the Israelites is not the result of YHWH being weak, but rather from YHWH’S judgements upon them. This is what we will find out in the coming sessions.
Application
11) What is your view of God? Is it as transcendent as Ezekiel’s vision? How would a transcendent view of God affect the way we live our lives?

12) Ezekiel was given a vision of the glory of God. How can we see the glory of God today? (cf. John 1:14)

13) Ezekiel’s vision is absolutely God-centred. What are some of the ways that our prayers, evangelism, meetings etc. can be too “man-centred”?


a. Why do you think it is so easy for us to drift away from being God-centred?


b. What are some things that we can change to make them more God-centred?
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