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The Return of YHWH’s Glory
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ____________________ (2) _____________________ (3) ____________________ (4)  _____________________.
“The book of Ezekiel concludes on a glorious note, with a vision of Yahweh returning to the temple and establishing his residence in his city in the midst of his people.” (Block, pg 494) Ezekiel 40 – 48 is a large section of a guided tour given to Ezekiel to the new temple that is promised to come in the future.
This vision comes after the fall of Jerusalem, and the destruction of the temple. That is the result of YHWH’s judgement upon his rebellion and stubborn people. They have been unfaithful, and this is YHWH’s punishment upon them. However, as we have seen in previous sessions, YHWH is also a God of grace and love. He does not leave them as they are, but seeks to bless them again in the future.
This section then (Chapters 40 – 48) provides a grand and glorious vision to God’s people about what he is going to do in the future. They were to be encouraged and edified, knowing that God has not left them. 


Introduction
1) How can the world come to experience and see God today?

Ezekiel 40:1-9
Read Ezekiel 40:1-9.
1) When was Ezekiel given this “tour”? Where did YHWH bring him?


2) What was Ezekiel supposed to do? (v4)



3) What building did Ezekiel see?


4) What is significant about this vision?  (Take into consideration your answer in question 1)


5) How do you think the Israelite will respond to this vision?


Ezekiel 43:1-12
Read Ezekiel 43:1-12.
6) Read Ezekiel 8:1-5 and 10:18-22. What similarities can you see between those visions (8:1-5, 10:18-22) and the vision in Ezekiel 40:1-9?



a. What differences do you see?

7) What is the significant thing that will happen in this temple? (43:3-5) What do you think that means for the people of God?



8) What is this place according to YHWH in verse 7?


a. How is it possible for YHWH to live with his people forever, given their history? (v7)



9) What kind of response do you think God expects from his people to this vision of a new temple? (v10-12)


Ezekiel saw a corrupt, idolatrous worship of the temple in Jerusalem in Ezekiel 8 – 10. The consequence of that was God’s judgement upon them by departing from his temple, leaving it to be destroyed by the Babylonians. In the final chapters of Ezekiel, Ezekiel was given a vision of a new temple, whereby the glory of YHWH returns to the temple. YHWH will once again be with his people.
10) How is Ezekiel’s vision of a new temple fulfilled? Read John 1:14, 2:18-22, 4:21-24.



The temple that Ezekiel saw was never built. The people eventually returned from exile and rebuilt the temple under the leadership of Ezra. However, that temple was nothing like the temple that Ezekiel saw. The temple was the symbol of God’s presence and dwelling with his people. That was finally and eternally achieved through Jesus, by dying on the cross and rising up again in three days. The dwelling place and presence of God are no longer tied to a physical place. Jesus Christ became the focal point.
Application
11) Where can we “see” God’s temple today? Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and Ephesians 2:19-22.

12) How then should we live in light of our answer in question 11?

13) What happens when Christians start to forget our true identity in Christ?


The people of God as the temple of God “stresses the fundamental mutuality of the Christian life in which experience and service of God are realised and expressed through our identification with each other as living stones in the one temple of God (1 Peter 2:5)” (Milne, pg. 287)
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