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Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:27
The Call of Ezekiel
As we saw from our previous session, Ezekiel was given a vision of the transcendent YHWH. Every element of that vision was to display the absolute glory and power of YHWH. This is a much-needed message for the Israelites. God’s people will know that YHWH is still sovereign over all nations, despite the fact that they are currently in exile. Ezekiel in particular needed to be shown YHWH’s glory as he will be sent to prophesy against them.
In this session, we will see YHWH commissioning and calling Ezekiel to be his prophet and mouthpiece. This is the continuation of the vision he received in chapter 1. Once again, it will be helpful for our understanding if we keep in mind the four pillars of Israel’s convictions that we looked at in our first session:
(1) _____________________________
(2) _____________________________
(3) _____________________________
(4) _____________________________
Introduction
1) What part of the message of Christianity has been the most offensive to our culture/to Christians? What are some ways that Christians have tried to make it less offensive?

Read Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:27
Ezekiel 2:1-9
2) Remember the vision of YHWH that Ezekiel saw from our last session. What do you think Ezekiel is feeling when YHWH speaks to him in this way?


3) What is the repeated word in this passage and what is the word describing?

4) To whom is Ezekiel being sent to? What will be his role among them? (v4-5)


5) How will they respond to YHWH’s message through him?


6) Why do you think YHWH showed him a vision of himself before sending him as a prophet to the Israelites?

Ezekiel 3:1-15
7) What does YHWH command Ezekiel to eat? (v1-3) What is on it (2:10)?


a. What do you think this means?

8) Why is Israel not a people of obscure speech and strange language? (v5-6)

9) What will be the people’s response to Ezekiel’s message?


a. Why do they respond like that? (v7)


10) What does YHWH say that he will do to Ezekiel (v8-9)?

a. What does that mean?

11) Where did the Spirit take Ezekiel? (v12-15) What did he do when he arrive? (v15)

Ezekiel 3:16-27
12) What role does YHWH gave to Ezekiel? (v17)

a. What are the responsibilities of the role? (v18-21)

13) What does YHWH ask Ezekiel to do in verses 24-27?

a. What do you think this whole sequence of events mean?


14) Taking Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:27 into consideration, what do you think Ezekiel feels about his calling to be a prophet? What are some strong hints that you can find in these two chapters?

Ezekiel 2:1-9


Ezekiel 3:1-15


Ezekiel 3:16-27


Ezekiel was called by God to be a prophet and a watchman to the people of Israel. He was to give them a warning from YHWH, asking them to repent from their rebellion and sins. They are described as a rebellious nation by YHWH many times. But, that should not stop Ezekiel from preaching God’s warning and truth to them. They are God’s people, and they should have known better than to revolt and rebel.
However, as we read through Ezekiel chapter 2 and 3, we also get a strong sense that Ezekiel was not a willing prophet. That could be one reason why Ezekiel had to receive that transcendent vision of YHWH. But, as unwilling as Ezekiel was, when YHWH calls, his prophets obey. After chapter 3, there is no hint of Ezekiel resisting YHWH’s call anymore.
Application
15) What are some hard truths about Christianity that we as Christians can find it hard to digest? What can we do about it?

16) Ezekiel initially resisted his call to be prophet, but eventually accepted it and obeyed YHWH. What are some Christian responsibilities that we resist today and what can we do about it to help us obey God?

17) Who are the watchmen for the people of God today? How can we make sure that we take heed of what they say?

Prayer
· Thank God for Jesus Christ, who has saved us from our rebellion and sins
· Pray that we will accept the hard truths and obey the hard commands of Scripture by the power of his Spirit.
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