[image: ]
Ezekiel 34:1-31
Overview
	Session
	Chapter
	Topic

	1
	Historical and Theological Background
	Four Pillars of Israel’s Conviction

	2
	Ezekiel 1:1-28
	The Grand Vision of YHWH

	3
	Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:25
	The Call of Ezekiel into Prophetic Ministry

	4
	Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
	The Sign-Acts of Judgement (Land)

	5
	Ezekiel 10:1-22, 11:14-25
	YHWH’s Glory Departs (Temple)

	6
	Ezekiel 16:1-63
	The Unfaithfulness of Jerusalem (Covenant)

	7
	Ezekiel 34:1-31
	YHWH Will be Israel’s Shepherd (__________)


YHWH Will Be Israel’s Shepherd
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ____________________ (2) _____________________ (3) ____________________ (4)  _____________________.
We have seen how YHWH sent his judgements upon three of the four pillars of Israel’s theological convictions through Ezekiel. The Israelite’s thought they were entitled to have all the blessings of YHWH without the obedience that is required. They have been faithless and worshipped other gods. Because of that, YHWH’s judgement is coming. The last theological conviction is that of Israel’s king.
You will notice that we skipped a large part of the middle of Ezekiel. While it would have great to look at Ezekiel 17 – 24, those chapters present similar themes to what we have covered thus far. In Ezekiel 25 – 32, we have YHWH’s messages of judgement against the nations around Israel. This Bible study focuses on YHWH’s message/judgement to the Israelites, and hence the decision is made to skip the study of those chapters. However, since all Scripture is God-breathed (cf. 2 Tim 3:16), it is encouraged that you read those chapters in your own time to get a clearer and more exhaustive picture of the message of Ezekiel.
In Ezekiel 34, we see both YHWH’s judgement upon Israel’s king, and also YHWH’s promise of restoration of the kingship. YHWH is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and bounding in love and faithfulness (Ex 34:6). Despite the Israelites’ sinfulness and faithlessness, YHWH is still good to them, and gives them promises of restoration. Over the next few sessions, we will focus on these promises, and how they culminate in Jesus Christ.


Introduction
1) How important are leaders and leadership in general? Why is that so?


Read Ezekiel 34:1-31
Ezekiel 34:1-10
2) Who did YHWH ask Ezekiel to prophesy against?

a. Who are they and what role did they play?


3) Why was YHWH against them?

a. What have they have done and what should they have done?


4) What was the result of their negligence? (v5-6)

a. What does that look like in real life?

b. What are some examples that you have seen of this happening?

5) What will YHWH do to them?

Ezekiel 34:11-31
6) How many times does YHWH say “I will…” in this passage? What do you think this emphasises?

7) From 34:11-16, what are some of the things that YHWH says he will do for his flock?

a. 34:12-13

b. 34:14-15

c. 34:16

8) What is the contrast this with what the shepherds did for the flock?

9) Based on what YHWH says in verses 17-19, what do you think was happening among the Israelites?


10) What does YHWH say that he will do to deal with that issue in verses 23-24?

a. How is this “I will” statement different from the other “I will” statements?

b. What role will this “servant” have among the people and what will he do?

11) List the blessings that YHWH will be providing for his people from verses 25-29.



a. What is the result of these blessings? (v30-31)

12) What covenant is being referenced in verses 30-31? How is that related to the promised servant in verses 23-24?

13) How does YHWH eventually fulfil this promise? Where do you find that in the Bible? (Feel free to do a search for shepherd in the New Testament)

YHWH denounces the leaders of the Israelites for they led the Israelites astray. Instead, they cared only for themselves, and not the people. YHWH holds them accountable for what has happened to the Israelites. He himself will search and care for his sheep. He describes himself as a shepherd who will lead and guide his flock (cf. Psalm 23). He will do this through a shepherd that YHWH himself will appoint for them – his servant David (34:23).
	It is not surprising then we see that it is Jesus who fulfills this promise of YHWH. YHWH is the one who sent Jesus to be the good shepherd (cf. John 10:1-21). This shepherd loves, cares, and in fact lays down his life for his flock. He is the good perfect shepherd, who will never lead his flock astray, unlike the leaders of the Israelites. Thus, any shepherd or leader that we have in the church should always lead us back to Christ himself, and not to glorify themselves or for their own gain. Christ is the Chief Shepherd after all (1 Peter 5:1-3). All other shepherds (pastors) then are called to lead people to the Chief Shepherd.
Application
14) What does it mean that Jesus is now our leader/shepherd? What difference should it make in our lives?

15) How is Jesus different from any other leader in this world?

16) YHWH placed a shepherd/leader/king over his people to rule them. Do we have them today? How should we view/treat them? How important are they in our spiritual walk?
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