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Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
Judgement On Israel
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ________________ (2) _________________ (3)________________ (4) __________________.
In Ezekiel chapters 2 and 3, we read of YHWH’s call on Ezekiel to be his mouthpiece and being a watchman over Israel. In chapters 4 and 5, YHWH continues to speak to Ezekiel. However, the message now is for the people of Israel, given through Ezekiel. But this message is not given through ordinary means. YHWH instructs Ezekiel to act out his message to the people. It is only after him acting out this message that YHWH tells them what it means. In this session, we will look at these sign-acts, and discern what message is conveyed through them.
Introduction
1) What do you think is the purpose of the Christian life? What was the purpose of God’s people in the Old Testament?

Read Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:4 – The Sign Acts
Ezekiel 4:1-3
2) Try to draw a simple diagram outlining what YHWH is asking Ezekiel to do in 4:1-3.






3) As you draw the diagram, write down how you think the Israelites would have interpreted this sign-act through each step of the sign-act. (Remember to take into consideration the 4 pillars of their convictions)



Ezekiel 4:4-8
4) What did YHWH ask Ezekiel to do in this passage? 


5) What is the additional element in the sign act for verses 6-8 compared to 4-5? What do you think that means?


6) Many commentators say that the 390 days of bearing Israel’s sin refers to 390 years of the sins of Israel that started in 1 Kings 11:1-8. What happened then?


7) What does this tell us about the character of YHWH that he has been bearing the sins of his people for so long?


[image: Machine generated alternative text:
NO PRESERVATIVES 
ALL NATURAL 
s 
TED WHOLE GRAIN CEREAL 
ORIGINAL 
As described in the Holy Scriptures 
"Take also unto thee Weat and 
Barley and Beans 
THEUOeCS\ 
and Lentils 
and 
and 
PAR v E 
Spelt and 
put them in 
one vessel and make bread 
Oflt•.. -Ezekie14:9 
A COMPLETE PROTEIN CRUNCHY CEREAL 
NET Vim. 16 OZ. (454g) ]Ezekiel 4:9-17
8) What did YHWH ask Ezekiel to eat for food during the 390 days of him lying on his side? How was he to prepare the food?


9) What does this represent? (v13) What does this show about the people’s economic status?

10) What does YHWH say the sign-act means? (v16-17)


Ezekiel 5:1-4
11) Try to draw a simple diagram of what YHWH is asking Ezekiel to do in this passage.




Ezekiel 5:5-17 – The Meaning of the Sign Acts
12) What is YHWH’s main message to the Israelites in v5-7?

13) What do you think is YHWH’s purpose in setting Jerusalem in the centre of the nations (v5)? Do you think they fulfilled that purpose?


14) What are the consequences of the Israelites’ disobedience? (v8-17)


15) Look back at your answers for each of the sign-acts and compare them to the meaning given here.
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	Ezekiel 4:9-17
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	Ezekiel 5:1-4



16) Which pillar of Israel’s convictions do you think YHWH is dismantling in this passage?


17) What are the indications of God’s grace in this passage?



Application
18) Jerusalem was meant to be the centre of the nations, reflecting the character of YHWH to them. In the same way, Jesus said that Christians are salt and light of the world (cf. Matt 5:13-16). In what ways can Christians go about being salt and light?


19) God has placed Subi Church and each of us in our respective communities. What are some practical things that we can do as a local church and as an individual to be light in these areas?


20) What are some examples of God’s grace that you have seen through situations whereby Christians may not have acted in the most appropriate way?


Prayer
Thank God for:
· His faithfulness and grace despite our sinfulness
· Jesus Christ, who took upon himself the punishment that we deserve, so that we don’t have to.
Pray:
· That the Holy Spirit will help us to be salt and light in the communities that God has placed us in.
· That we will continue to remember the holiness and the love of God.
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