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Ezekiel 37:1-28
Overview
	Session
	Chapter
	Topic

	1
	Historical and Theological Background
	Four Pillars of Israel’s Conviction

	2
	Ezekiel 1:1-28
	The Grand Vision of YHWH

	3
	Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:25
	The Call of Ezekiel into Prophetic Ministry

	4
	Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
	The Sign-Acts of Judgement (Land)

	5
	Ezekiel 10:1-22, 11:14-25
	YHWH’s Glory Departs (Temple)

	6
	Ezekiel 16:1-63
	The Unfaithfulness of Jerusalem (Covenant)

	7
	Ezekiel 34:1-31
	YHWH Will be Israel’s Shepherd (King)

	8
	Ezekiel 37:1-28
	Resurrection and Unification (___________)


Resurrection and Unification
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ____________________ (2) _____________________ (3) ____________________ (4)  _____________________.
YHWH’s judgement on Israel spans from chapter 4 all the way to chapter 24. The Israelites have taken YHWH’s grace upon them for granted. He made a covenant with them, making them his people. He brought them into the Promised Land, dwelt among them through the temple and ruled them with his king.
However, they are unfaithful, stiff-necked, and rebellious. Even though they were disobedient, they still had the audacity to feel entitled to YHWH’s blessings. They thought that because they were YHWH’s people, in YHWH’s land, under the rule of YHWH’s king that they would never be invaded and be taken into exile. It was unthinkable for them.
It is clear from Ezekiel that YHWH thought otherwise. He pronounced the harshest judgements in all of Scripture against them, in their entitlement with his promises as his people in his land with his king. However, as we have seen repeatedly, YHWH is a gracious God. Starting from Ezekiel 34, YHWH begins his prophecies of restoration and renewal to his people. After his judgements with small hints of restoration, the oracles from YHWH turn to those of hope and restoration for the Israelites. YHWH sees their desolation, despair and hopeless state and extends grace to them once again. Ezekiel 37 is one such prophecy of hope and restoration. 


Introduction
1) What do you think the Israelites would have been feeling when Jerusalem was ransacked, and they were taken into exile?

2) Have you ever been or heard about a situation that you thought was hopeless? What was it like?

Read Ezekiel 37:1-28
Ezekiel 37:1-14
1) Where did YHWH bring Ezekiel?

a. What did Ezekiel see there? 


2) Why did you think YHWH led Ezekiel by the Spirit “back and forth among them [the bones]”? How else did Ezekiel describe the bones?


3) What do the dry bones represent? (v11)


4) What did YHWH ask Ezekiel to say to these dry bones?


a. How do you think Ezekiel would have felt about the command?

b. What happened as he obeyed YHWH? (v7-8)

5) What else did YHWH command Ezekiel to do and what was the result?

6) What did YHWH say that he will do for his people in verse 12 and 13? What then will the Israelites know?

Application
7) How does God bring new life to his people?
a. How should we think about God’s word and God’s Spirit? What should we say to Christians who tend to emphasise one over the other?

8) What are some lessons that we can learn for ourselves and for our churches from this story of the dry bones?


Ezekiel 37:15-28
The nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms during the reign of King Rehoboam. The northern kingdom was called _________________, but it was also called Ephraim. In __________BC, they were taken into exile by the Assyrians. The southern kingdom, ____________, continued until __________BC, where the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem and took the people into exile to Babylon.
9) Draw what YHWH asked Ezekiel to do in verses 15-17. What do you think that means?





10) What is YHWH’s explanation when the people ask what that means? (v19-23)



a. What is the covenant referred to at the end of verse 23?




11) How does Ezekiel describe the reign of God’s coming king?


12) What are the familiar elements that you can see from verses 24-28 that we have covered in previous passages?


13) This seems to be a prophecy of a re-united Israel. How does Paul see this fulfilled in the New Testament? Read Ephesians 2:14-22, 3:4-6.

Application
14) God gives life to people through his word and his Spirit, and God’s people are united under God’s king in Jesus. How does this change the way we perceive people when it comes to missions/evangelism?


a. How does this affect how we do ministry or do evangelism?


b. Why do you think we are always tempted to resort to other means?
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