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Ezekiel 47:1-14
Overview
	Session
	Chapter
	Topic

	1
	Historical and Theological Background
	Four Pillars of Israel’s Conviction

	2
	Ezekiel 1:1-28
	The Grand Vision of YHWH

	3
	Ezekiel 2:1 – 3:25
	The Call of Ezekiel into Prophetic Ministry

	4
	Ezekiel 4:1 – 5:17
	The Sign-Acts of Judgement (Land)

	5
	Ezekiel 10:1-22, 11:14-25
	YHWH’s Glory Departs (Temple)

	6
	Ezekiel 16:1-63
	The Unfaithfulness of Jerusalem (Covenant)

	7
	Ezekiel 34:1-31
	YHWH Will be Israel’s Shepherd (King)

	8
	Ezekiel 37:1-28
	Resurrection and Unification (Covenant)

	9
	Ezekiel 40:1-9, 43:1-12
	The Return of YHWH’s Glory (Temple)

	10
	Ezekiel 47:1-14
	The Life-Giving River (______________)


The Life-Giving River
Israel’s 4 pillars of theological convictions are: (1) ____________________ (2) _____________________ (3) ____________________ (4)  _____________________.
We have seen over the last few sessions how YHWH promises to restore different pillars of Israel’s hope. First, YHWH promises to send his prince David to be shepherd his people again (king). Then we read of YHWH bringing to life again the spiritual skeletons of the Israelites (covenant). Then we begin to read about this new temple that YHWH will rebuilt for his temple, for himself to dwell in it (temple).
Finally, in this last session of Ezekiel, we will see how YHWH will bring restoration to the land. This is still part of the grand and glorious vision of the new temple.


Introduction
1) What do people consider to be life-giving in today’s world?

Ezekiel 47:1-14
Read Ezekiel 47:1-14.
1) Who is the one who brought Ezekiel back to the entrance of the temple?  (cf. Eze 40:3-4)

2) What does he see? (v1)



3) Draw each step of what is happening from verses 3-6.


4) List out some of the effects of this river from verses 7-11.


5) What do you think is the significance of the river in this imagery? How would people in those days view rivers?


a. Which other part of the Bible does the imagery of the river remind us of?


6) What is remarkable about the river in verse 8? What is another incident in the Bible that you can remember that has a similar effect?


7) Given your answers in Question 5 and 6, what message do you think YHWH is trying to convey?



8) What will YHWH do in verses 13-14?

9) Read Ezekiel 48:35. Taken together with the passage that we looked at, what kind of place will the Israelites be dwelling according to Yahweh’s promise?


10) Read John 4:7-14. What is Jesus claiming about himself to the Samaritan woman?

a. What do you think that means?


11) Read Revelation 21:1-6, 22, 22:1-3. What are some similar themes that you can read in this passage to the promises in Ezekiel? (Remember the four pillars of Israel’s theological convictions)


a. Who is the one that will be bringing all these things into reality? (cf. Rev 21:5)


Application
Through Ezekiel, God has systematically torn down the Israelites’ false idols. They thought they God’s blessings, when in actual fact, they were only storing up wrath for themselves because of their idolatry. However, Yahweh being a gracious God, promises that he will restore them, and bring them back to himself.
In Jesus, we see God fulfilling his promises. We are God’s people, with Jesus Christ as our perfect shepherd king, enjoying God’s blessings. These promises then will find their consummation in the new heavens and the new earth, when everything will be made new and there will be no more pain and suffering. God himself will be there with us, and we will be with him forever.
12) How does God’s promise of a perfect future help us in our lives today? Read 1 Peter 3:8-16.



13) How can Christians help one another to maintain this kind of hope-filled life?
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