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Kingdom Call —Hope

What is your hope in life? What do you put your hope in? Hope is such an important part of each
person’s lives, but unfortunately we hardly take the time to explore what it is antd reflect upon it. We
are so distracted by many things, but it is our hope that drive us in our lives. It gives us a purpose and
serves as an anchor in times of trouble. It keeps us going when we feel like we’re just going through
the motions in our daily slog.

So, what does the Bible tell us about hope? Biblical hope is not wishful thinking, but based
upon something that is concrete, and guaranteed to come to pass. That is because our hope is based
upon the God of the Bible, who is faithful to his word and his promises. Let us look at Romans 5 and
see what Paul tells about our hope.

Launch
1) What point in your life did you relied upon your hope the most?

Hope

Read Romans 5:1-5

2) What s the “therefore” referring to in v1?

a. What is the result of your answer in Q2?

3) How did we gain access into this grace? (v2)

4) Given all of our new reality in Christ as mentioned in the questions above, what do we boast
in? (v2b)

5) Why do we glory in our sufferings? (v3-4)

a. What do you think it means to “glory in our sufferings”?

b. Draw a diagram of the sequence of Paul’s descriptions in v3-4.

Suffering Produces

c. Take the time to discuss how each step produces the next, e.g. how does suffering
produce perseverance?
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d. What do you think it looks like to glory in our sufferings? Share of a time where you
have witnessed that.

6) Why doesn’t this hope put us to shame?

7) How has God’s love been poured out into our hearts?

8) Try to the best of your abilities to draw a diagram of the Trinitarian relationship and nature of
our salvation as you see it from this passage. For example, we have peace to God the Father,
but only through Christ. The love of God is poured out to his, but only through the Spirit etc.

9) What are some steps that you can put into place in your life that will help you glory in any
sufferings that you may come across in the future?

10) What are some promises of God that you can draw upon in your time of struggle?

a. Which of these promises mean the most to you?

Because of what Christ has done, we have been declared righteous (justification) by our trust in Christ.
As a result, we now have peace with God through Jesus. This peace is not merely describing a time of
quietness, but rather the ultimate welfare and reconciliation that we have with God. Because of this
peace, we can boast in the hope of the glory that comes from God himself.

We can also glory in our sufferings. That is a very counter-cultural thing to say, especially in
our world today. Almost everything that we do today is the alleviation of pain and suffering. The 1%
world has gone so far as to spend time and effort to alleviate inconveniences, and yet we have Paul
here talking about glorying in our sufferings. Why do Christians do that? That is because we know that
suffering produces perseverance, which produces character which ultimately produces hope.

We learn perseverance as we suffer because oftentimes in the midst of suffering, all that we
can do is to endure and rely upon God himself and his promises. This reliance upon God and building
up of our perseverance in the midst of suffering creates strong character in us, because we have
experienced suffering, recognise that the important things in life and recognise that it is only God and
God alone that we can trust. With that, we are not easily swayed by our circumstances in life because
our eyes is only looking forward to God, which then produces hope.

This hope is not the wishful thinking that we often have. But rather, biblical hope is a certainty.
This is not because of what we do, but because of whom that hope is built upon. It is the God of the
Bible, who has shown himself to be faithful over and over throughout the Bible, keeping all his
promises to his people. We can be sure that he will continue to do so into the future.



