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Kingdom Call = Community

Human beings are made for community. The God of the Bible, with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in
perfect relationship/community from eternity past, made human beings in his image. This means that
Christians and non-Christians alike then crave community and relationships. It is inevitable that
wherever we are, we find ways to build relationships and communities. In universities, there are all
sorts of guild clubs that students establish to build a community. At workplaces, you sometimes have
“team-building” activities that are designed to build relationships (think of how terrible the workplace
will be if the relationships there are cold and distant). We have interest groups like sports clubs, book
clubs etc.

However, what kind of community are we called to be a part of as Christians? Is it substantially
different from all other communities? What sets Christians apart? In this study, we will look at what
Jesus says about the church — his people.

Launch
1) Think of the perfect community. What would you say are some characteristics of that
community?

Community
Read Matthew 16:13-20

2) Who do people say the Son of Man is? (v14)

a. Why do you think Jesus ask that question?

3) How did Peter answer Jesus’ question? (v16)

a. How would you have answered Jesus’ question?

4) Why does Jesus say that Peter is blessed? (v17)

a. How does that help with our pride in our own confession of Jesus as Lord?

5) Jesus mentioned in v18 that, “on this rock | will build my church.” There are two main
interpretations as to what “this rock” is referring to — (1) Peter’s confession of Jesus Christ as
the Messiah, or (2) Peter himself is the rock on which Jesus will build the church. Which of
these two options is the likely meaning behind Jesus’ words and why?

a. Whatis Jesus’ church? (cf. Acts 9:1-5)
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6) How does Christ build his church? (cf. Eph 4:11-13)

7) What encouragement can we draw from Jesus’ declaration that the gates of Hades will not
overcome it?

Read Ephesians 5:25-33

8) How does Christ love the church?

a. How does Christ make the church holy? (v26)

b. What is the chief end of the church? (v27)

9) How does this impact the way we view and treat each other in our local church/community,
knowing that Christ game himself up for the church?

10) How does the church grow in holiness? (v26)

11) How does that look like in your small group? How does that look like in your own life?

“And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it.” Much ink has been spilled over the precise meaning and interpretation of this verse.
Does “this rock” refer to Peter himself or does it refer to Peter’s confession? Many Protestants are
quick to answer that it refers to Peter’s confession, because they are nervous to concede grounds to
the Roman Catholic view of apostolic succession®. However, thinking that “this rock” refers to Peter
himself does not necessarily lead to the idea of apostolic succession.

Throughout the book of Acts, we see Peter as first among equals alongside the apostles. He
was the one who spoke at Pentecost and brought the Gospel message to the Gentiles in Acts 10. The
church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets” (Eph 2:20), and Peter was the first
among equals. It is in that sense, on that rock that Jesus built his church. Even so, when we read
carefully, we see that Peter himself built the church upon the confession that Jesus Christ is the
Messiah, based on God’s word. Thus, the two choices in Q5 are actually related.

Jesus loves his people (the church) and gave himself up for them, and cleanses her “by the
washing with water through the word” to make her holy. As a community in Christ, we are meant to
grow in holiness, and we do that through the word of God. Then, we “will no longer be
infants...instead, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of...Christ.” (Eph 4:14-15)

! That’s the idea that every subsequent successor of Peter is the God-ordained “representative” of Christ on
earth.



