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Kind and Gentle Words

In 2 Timothy 2:14-19, we read of Paul’s instructions regarding false teachers and false teachings. These
destroy the faith of some. However, he reassures them that God knows his people, and that “those
who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” (2:19) That is why Timothy
needs to be someone who correctly handles the word of truth (2:15).

In our passage today, Paul focuses on the manner in which any teacher of God’s word should
handle the Scriptures. We have often witnessed both extremes in our world today. One extreme is
that they are heavy-handed in their instructions or teaching, causing tremendous pain and despair.
The other extreme is that they will only say what the people’s “itching ears want to hear” (4:3),
neglecting the Scriptures altogether.

Launch

1) What are some examples that you have witnessed on a heavy-handed application of God’s
truth? How about the other extreme?

KIND AND GENTLE WORDS
Read 2 Timothy 2:20-26.

2) Read 2:20-21 again, and draw the analogy that Paul provides.

a. What do you think the “large house” is referring to?

b. What are the two different categories of the articles in the house? What are their
purposes and functions?

3) What point is Paul trying to make with this analogy, taking into consideration what he has
talked about in 2:14-19?
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4) List out the things that Paul calls Timothy to do and avoid from v22-25.
Do Avoid

5) How would you summarise or characterise all the actions under “Do”?

6) What are some “foolish and stupid arguments” that some are involved in today? How can
we avoid them while being kind to everyone?

7) What do you think these “opponents” are doing? (cf. 2:14, 17-18, 23) How else does Paul
describe them? (v26)

a. What should we be doing about them? (v25)

b. Ultimately, who is the one changing our “opponents”? (v25-26)

8) What are some things that you need to do to “cleanse” yourself and be of a pure heart?

Conclusion

According to Paul’s analogy, there are different kinds of people within the church. There are those
who cleanse and prepare themselves for any good work for “the Master”. Paul calls them to “flee the
evil desires of youth” and avoid any “foolish and stupid arguments”. They are to “pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace”. They are not to be quarrelsome and “be kind to everyone, able
to teach” and not resentful. These are important characteristics that any leader of the church needs
to have. This in turn sets an example for the rest of the church, meaning that all Christians should have
these characteristics as well. There are many who call themselves Christians in our world today who
are quarrelsome and involved in these senseless arguments. That is of no benefit to anyone, including
themselves.

Instead, we need to gently instruct those who disagree with us, i.e. not with harsh words, or
with foolish arguments. We also recognise ultimately that it is God himself who changes their hearts.
He is the one who “grants them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth”. All too often
Christians think that they are the ones that need to make others “repent”, and this has caused them
to use harsh, strong, and unkind words. On the contrary, we gently instruct those who might disagree
with us, using kind and gentle words, understanding that it is God himself who brings about the
change, just like he changed us.



