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Life and Salvation in the Scriptures

In our session today, we will be studying 2 Timothy 3:10-17. In the passage immediately before this,
Paul has just given Timothy a description of what people are like in the last days. They are lovers of
themselves, money, pleasure, and power. They influence those who are gullible and vulnerable, but
ultimately these false teachers oppose God'’s truth.

What separates these false teachers to those who are genuine teachers of God’s word? What
are the marks of a faithful teacher of God’s truth? Paul contrasts these false teachers with what he is
like in our passage today. This helps us in knowing how to identify false and faithful teachers in our
world today. Christians have access to virtually unlimited teaching online today. We need to be
discerning in our choices so that we won’t be deceived and led astray by these teachers. Let us find
out what Paul says to Timothy.

Launch

1) Who are the Christian teachers that has impacted you the most? What is it about them that
influenced you in that way?

GODLY LIFE AND SALVATION IN THE SCRIPTURES
Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17.

2) Who is Paul contrasting himself with? (cf. 2 Tim 3:1-9)

a. List out the things that Timothy knows about Paul. (v10-11)

b. How is this list different from the false teachers in 2 Tim 3:1-9?

3) What does Paul say about living a godly life in Christ Jesus? (v12)

a. How about the evildoers and imposters? (v13)
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4) What does Paul ask Timothy to do? (v14)

a. Why should Timothy do that? (v14) Who are these people that he learned it from?
(cf. 2 Timothy 1:5, 13, 2:2, 4:10-11)

b. What does this show us about the teaching and learning of biblical truths? Compare
this to learning from online teachers with whom we have never personally met.

5) What are the Holy Scriptures able to do? (v15-16)

a. What is the purpose of all those things? (v17)

b. What does this show us about what is needed for Christian discipleship?

6) Given how Paul taught and modelled Christian truths to Timothy, what are some things you
should change in your own discipleship, whether it is with a friend, family, children?

7) Taking into consideration Paul’s example to Timothy, how should we think about online
teachers and courses? How should church leaders think about their ministry and how should
we think about our own leaders at our churches?

Conclusion

In contrast to the false teachers of 2 Tim 3:1-9, Paul reminds Timothy that he knows all about Paul’s
life, teaching, and sufferings. Persecution comes to those who lives a godly life in Christ. Unlike the
false teachers, Timothy knows all about Paul’s persecutions and his teachings. Timothy did not learn
about Christ from Paul in a disconnected way, but rather he knew Paul intimately. In fact, he learned
all about Christ from people that he knew very well, from his grandmother to the apostle Paul himself.

So, instead of being attracted by these false teachers, Paul insists to Timothy that he should
continue in what he has learned from these people (v14) about the salvation found in the Scriptures
through faith in Christ. These Scriptures are God’s very own words that are used for “teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training for righteousness” for the purposes of equipping God’s people for
good works. It’s not a disembodied teaching of God’s word, but one that is personal, in which we know
the teacher personally and the soundness of their doctrines that are from the Scriptures. This doesn’t
mean that we discard all online teachings. We are still able to get good teachings online. However, we
do not know these teachers personally. Therefore, we should pay all the more attention to our own
church leaders because we know them personally as they teach and model God’s truth to us. This also
means that church leaders ought to follow Paul’s example in modelling and teaching God’s truth to
their own people instead of relying on outsourcing these teachings.



